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GAW/GCOS Switzerland
Record of Decisions – 7th SSC meeting
Date, Time: 13 May 2026, 13:15-17:00

Location:  Impact Hub, Bern 

Participants:

Scientific Steering Committee Stefan Brönnimann (University of Bern, Chair),
Nina Buchmann (ETH Zurich), Jörg Klausen
(MeteoSwiss), Julia Schmale (EPFL) (virtual), Jan Seibert (University of 
Zurich)

MeteoSwiss Management Board Alexander Haefele

Swiss GAW/GCOS Office Michelle Stalder, Nicole Glaus, Debora Bötticher (minutes)

Virtual invitees Jeanette Nötzli, Cécile Pellet (PERMOS, agenda item 7a), Martin Wild (ETH 
Zurich, agenda item 7b), Martin Steinbacher, Christoph Zellweger (Empa, 
agenda item 8a), Tobias Bühlmann, Diana Roos, (METAS, agenda item 8b)

1 Welcome by the SSC Chair (I)

Chair Stefan Brönnimann welcomes the Swiss GAW/GCOS Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) to its 7th meeting.

2 Welcome by Stefan Uhlenbrook (New Director General MeteoSwiss) (I)

Stefan Uhlenbrook was unable to attend the meeting due to other commitments. 

3 Adoption of documents (D)

The agenda is adopted. The minutes and record of decisions of the 6th SSC meeting are adopted.

4 Election Deputy Chair (D)

The SSC unanimously elects Nina Buchmann as its new Deputy Chair.

5 Overview of ongoing GAW-CH/GCOS-CH agreements including status reports (I)

The SSC takes note of the status reports. 6 out of 10 annual meetings and 4 out of 8 project reports have been 
completed successfully, and cost-neutral extensions until November 2027 have been granted for the 
SwissPhenocam and SMURF projects.

6 GAW-CH Kenya 2027+ (I)

The SSC takes note of the MeteoSwiss management board's decision on GAW-CH activities in Kenya: 

- partner institutions with relevant expertise will provide technical and scientific support for total ozone, trace 
gas, and aerosol measurements, newly funded under GAW-CH and with the scope of services to be 
defined contractually; 

- coordination and oversight of these partner institutions have been transferred to the Swiss GAW/GCOS 
Scientific Steering Committee; 
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- and MeteoSwiss will continue to support the Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD) on ozone 
soundings, with a Memorandum of Understanding to be established documenting the respective 
contributions of MeteoSwiss and KMD. 

The office will keep the SSC informed of progress at upcoming meetings.

7 Evaluations GCOS-CH

No conflicts of interest are declared.

a) PERMOS (D)

The SSC decides to invite PERMOS to submit a follow-up proposal for the period 2027–2030, with funding set at 
CHF 519'400 in total (CHF 129'850 per year). The SSC tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office with informing PERMOS 
accordingly.

b) GEBA (D)

The SSC decides to invite GEBA to submit a follow-up proposal for the period 2027–2030, with funding set at CHF 
243'040 in total (CHF 60'760 per year). The SSC tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office with informing GEBA 
accordingly.

8 Evaluation GAW-CH

No conflicts of interest are declared.

a) Empa WCC and QA/SAC (D)

The SSC decides to invite Empa WCC and QA/SAC to submit a follow-up proposal for the period 2027–2030., with 
funding set at CHF 1'254'400 in total (CHF 313'600 per year) for WCC and CHF 603'680 in total (CHF 150'920 per 
year) for QA/SAC. The SSC tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office with informing Empa accordingly.

b) CCL METAS (D)

The SSC decides to invite CCL METAS to submit a follow-up proposal for the period 2027–2030., with funding set 
at CHF 117'600 in total (CHF 29'400 per year). The SSC tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office with informing METAS 
accordingly.

9 Swiss National GAW/GCOS Symposium 2026

a) Recap (I)

b) Call for Proposal (D)

The SSC decides to issue a joint call for proposals in 2026 with a total volume of CHF 3 million for the years 2027-
2030.

The SSC defined the thematic focus of the joint call for proposals as the following set of recommendations of the 
draft White Paper: 

a) Long time series
b) Data management and integration
d) Cross-disciplinary collaboration. 

The SSC will approve the White Paper and the joint call for proposals document by correspondence.
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10 Dates of next meetings (D)

The next SSC meetings will take place on the following dates: 

• 8th Meeting (Autumn meeting 2026): Wed, 23. September 2026, 13:15-17:00, tbd

• 9th Meeting (Spring meeting 2027): Wed, 7. April 2027, 13:15-17:00, tbd

As this date coincides with EGU 2027, alternative dates will be considered. A poll will be circulated 
by email. 

Proposed alternative options: Wednesday, 21 April 2027, Wednesday, 28 April 2027 

• 10th Meeting (Autumn meeting 2027): Wed 29 September 2027, 13:15-17:00, tbd

11 Varia (I)

Varia was not addressed.


