
Federal Department of Home Affaires FDHA

Federal Office of Meteorology and Climatology MeteoSwiss
International Affairs Division, Swiss GAW/GCOS Office

2026

Joint GAW-CH/GCOS-CH
Call for Proposals





2026

Table of Content
1 Scope of this document 4

2 Background 4
2.1 GAW-CH 4
2.2 GCOS-CH 5

3 Objectives 6

4 Duration and financial contribution 7
4.1 Duration 7
4.2 Financial volume 7
4.3 In-kind contribution 7

5 Eligibility criteria 8

6 Submission and selection procedure 9
6.1 Responsibilities and selection process 9
6.2 Mode of submission 10
6.3 Confidentiality of the written proposal 10
6.4 Deadlines 10

7 Formal requirements 10

8 Evaluation criteria 11

9 Agreement, supervision and reporting 12

Annex 13
A References 13
B Abbreviations 14



2026 4

1 Scope of this document
MeteoSwiss issues a call for proposals in the framework of the GAW-CH and GCOS-CH programmes. 
The purpose of this document is to provide detailed information on the call to interested institutions. 
The document serves as the reference for all proposals to be submitted. Associated to this document 
is the form for proposal submission (available for download at the Swiss GAW/GCOS website).

2 Background
Based on the WMO Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW) programme launched in 1989, and the co-
sponsored Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) programme launched in 1992, the Swiss 
Federal Council has mandated MeteoSwiss to implement these two programmes at the national level, 
respectively in 1994 and 2006. The goal of this engagement is to contribute to the global-scale 
systematic observation of the chemical composition of the atmosphere as well as of a large number of 
essential climate variables (ECVs). MeteoSwiss through the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office coordinates the 
implementation of the programmes on a national level through a network of national partners in 
accordance with the GAW Science and Implementation Plan: 2024-2027 (WMO, 2025) and the GCOS 
2022 Implementation Plan (WMO, 2022).

A key activity of MeteoSwiss according to the Ordinance on Meteorology and Climatology (MetV, 
Article 15c & 16f), is to provide targeted support to projects that contribute to the GAW and GCOS 
implementation plans.

More information is provided on the Swiss GAW/GCOS website. 

2.1 GAW-CH

The Global Atmosphere Watch programme (GAW) is a partnership of about 100 countries to monitor 
the composition of the atmosphere. The programme supports a global network of high-quality 
monitoring stations measuring greenhouse gases, ozone, UV radiation, aerosols, reactive gases and 
precipitation chemistry with high accuracy and worldwide comparability. The GAW Science and 
Implementation Plan (WMO, 2025) provides the guidelines for the GAW-CH programme. The Swiss 
GAW/GCOS Office at MeteoSwiss coordinates and supports around a dozen institutions including 
long-term monitoring, research, and the operation of central calibration and quality-assurance facilities 
for the global network. 

https://www.meteoswiss.admin.ch/about-us/research-and-cooperation/programmes-gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch/gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch-supported-activities.html
https://www.meteoswiss.admin.ch/about-us/research-and-cooperation/programmes-gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch/gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch-supported-activities.html
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2.2 GCOS-CH

The Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) is a joint initiative of the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO), the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO, the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment) and the International Science Council 
(ISC). The overall goal of GCOS is to ensure the sustained provision of reliable physical, chemical and 
biological observations and data records of the climate system as a whole – across the atmospheric, 
oceanic and terrestrial domains, including hydrological and carbon cycles and the cryosphere. The 
GCOS 2022 Implementation Plan (WMO, 2022) describes the proposed implementation of a global 
observing system for climate. A core element is the definition of a set of atmospheric, oceanic, and 
terrestrial Essential Climate Variables (ECVs) that critically contribute to characterizing Earth’s climate.

Today, within the framework of GCOS-CH, high quality data on 34 ECVs are being continuously 
collected, processed and made publicly available. The systematic observation of ECVs and the 
operation of international data centres in Switzerland are enabled through the collaborative efforts of 
numerous national partner institutions and coordinated by the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office at 
MeteoSwiss. 
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3 Objectives
The objectives of the research proposals submitted under this Call should align with the 
recommendations of the White Paper 2026 (MeteoSwiss, 2026), which summarizes the outcomes of 
the 2nd Swiss National GAW/GCOS Symposium, held in Ittigen, Switzerland, on 25-26 March 2026. In 
particular, the present Call encourages proposals that address:

High-quality long-term observations
Ensuring the continuity of high-quality long-term observations is of fundamental importance, as they 
provide the essential ground-based reference (“ground truth”) for the validation, calibration, and long-
term consistency assessment of emerging measurement techniques, remote sensing products, and 
model outputs. This requires i.a. rigorous, cutting-edge science. In addition, these activities should be 
complemented by an agile scientific component that enables timely responses to new developments 
in measurement methods (such as advances in instruments or data analysis techniques), emerging 
trends, and processes that are currently underexplored. At the same time, the long-term sustainability 
of Swiss observing systems should be regularly assessed, including the prioritization of observation 
sites and variables, in order to ensure that available resources are focused on scientifically and 
societally most relevant observations.

Data management and integration
Quality control, homogenization, traceability, and comprehensive documentation for global-, 
regional-, and national-scale measurements remain critically important and must be ensured in the 
long term. Related data and metadata need to be stored/archived in curated and trustworthy 
repositories and ideally in interoperable data ecosystems. In addition, regular re-evaluation of historical 
datasets is essential to enhance their stability, robustness, and long-term consistency and 
compatibility. Progress towards more comprehensive observation coverage should be achieved by 
systematically extending in-situ monitoring with process-relevant and remote sensing data and/or 
blended, tiered networks combining (sparse) high-quality observations and denser observations 
recorded with simplified techniques. A more encompassing and comprehensive data management is 
a prerequisite for efficient inclusion of diverse data sets in AI/ML analysis frameworks. Strengthening 
the integration between in-situ observations, remote sensing products, modelling, and reanalysis 
frameworks is essential to improve spatial and temporal coverage and to enable robust cross-validation 
of datasets. This attributes particular value to data obtained in under-observed regions, such as the 
cryosphere and high-mountain areas.

Interdisciplinary collaboration
Next-generation numerical weather and climate prediction models are now complemented by AI/ML 
models and should be recognised, utilised, and further developed as key platforms for interdisciplinary 
collaboration. Data science can play a key part in enabling stronger integration across observational 
and modelling communities, crucial to better describe and understand the Earth System. Joint efforts 
remain necessary to ensure the continued development and long-term sustainability of existing 
observing systems, as well as to address and close critical measurement gaps.

https://www.meteoswiss.admin.ch/services-and-publications/publications/scientific-publications/2026/2nd-swiss-national-gaw-gcos-symposium-2026-white-paper.html
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4 Duration and financial contribution

4.1 Duration

The indicative duration of projects addressing the objectives described in Sect. 3 is maximum four 
years. The projects are scheduled to start in August 2027. 

4.2 Financial volume

For this call for proposals, a total indicative budget of CHF 3’000’000 for four years is available. It is 
anticipated that 2-4 projects will be supported through this call. 

Please note that the budget is subject to the approval of the annual Federal budget by the Swiss 
Parliament. 

4.3 In-kind contribution

In addition to the provision of necessary infrastructure (office space, computing hardware and software, 
personnel and financial administration) a significant in-kind contribution is required and must be 
included in the proposal.
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5 Eligibility criteria
The call for proposals is open to individuals and consortia with a main investigator affiliated to a Swiss 
institution in Switzerland. It primarily addresses individuals and consortia that can demonstrate 
extensive experience in the monitoring of, and research related to the climate system including the 
composition of the atmosphere in Switzerland. 

Please note that each applicant (=individual or legal representative of a consortium) can submit only 
one proposal per call as legal representative. Consortia shall designate one legal representative and 
a deputy legal representative. If a consortium includes foreign institutions, the legal representative 
must be based at a Swiss institution in Switzerland.

An ongoing project in the framework of GAW-CH and/or GCOS-CH does not exclude an 
applicant/consortium from submitting a proposal to a subsequent call.
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6 Submission and selection procedure

6.1 Responsibilities and selection process

Both programmes are under the scientific guidance of an independent Scientific Steering Committee 
(SSC) that is also responsible for the scientific evaluation of the requests for support.

The selection of projects follows the process as outlined in Figure 1.

 

Figure 1: Selection process



2026 10

6.2 Mode of submission

Proposals must be submitted electronically as a one single PDF document using the official template 
and the online submission form at the Swiss GAW/GCOS website.

Hard-copy submissions will not be accepted.

6.3 Confidentiality of the written proposal

MeteoSwiss guarantees the confidentiality of the submitted proposals.

6.4 Deadlines

The following deadlines apply: 

2 June 2026 Publication of call for proposals at either of the websites mentioned 
in Sect. 6.2. 

30 November 2026, 12:00h 
(CET)

Deadline for proposal submission. Proposals submitted after the 
deadline will not be considered. 

May* 2027 Award of contract

July* 2027 Agreement signed between MeteoSwiss and awarded institution

1* August 2027 Start of projects

* preliminary dates 

Questions regarding the call can be submitted directly to gaw-gcos@meteoswiss.ch until 02.11.2026. 
The answers to those queries will be published on the website mentioned in Sect. 6.2. 

7 Formal requirements 
The proposal must adhere to the following: 

 The proposal must be submitted in the online submission form using the official template 
provided at the Swiss GAW/GCOS website including: 

o Administrative part: basic data, personal data, and requested funding, including 
mention of in-kind contribution;

o Scientific part: executive summary (max. 1 page), detailed research plan 
(max. 7 pages) and references (max. 1 page); 

 The format of the application form must not be altered; 

 The proposal must be submitted in English;

 Additional information requested include the CV of the legal representative and her or his 
deputy as well as a list of relevant publications.

https://www.meteoswiss.admin.ch/about-us/research-and-cooperation/programmes-gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch/gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch-supported-activities.html
mailto:gaw-gcos@meteoswiss.ch
https://www.meteoswiss.admin.ch/about-us/research-and-cooperation/programmes-gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch/gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch-supported-activities.html
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8 Evaluation criteria 
If the proposal complies with the formal requirements as specified in Sect. 7, the following criteria will 
be applied during the scientific evaluation of the proposals. 

Scientific criteria:

 Scientific excellence (e.g., is the proposal based on latest knowledge?);

 Suitability of methods (e.g., are the used methods appropriate to reach the objectives?);

 Provided/generated data meet the FAIR and TRUST principles. 

General criteria:

 Benefit for the GAW-CH and/or GCOS-CH programmes especially with respect to the 
implementation of the GAW Science and Implementation Plan and the GCOS Implementation 
Plan in accordance with the current call for proposals and the White Paper of the 2nd Swiss 
National GAW/GCOS Symposium 2026 (MeteoSwiss, 2026); 

 Cost effectiveness, justification of required funding, significant in-kind contribution;

 Competence and experience of the applicant and/or the consortia;

 Study design and organization, clear milestones, feasibility of the proposed timetable;

 Embedding in current national and international activities (e.g. synergies with ongoing 
projects);

 Risk of failure and risk reduction measures;

 The level of in-kind contribution by the hosting institution.

The decision of the SSC regarding the award of a contract is final. The list of supported projects and 
the respective level of funding will be published online.

https://www.meteoswiss.admin.ch/about-us/research-and-cooperation/programmes-gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch/gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch-supported-activities.html
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9 Agreement, supervision and reporting
In case of a project approval, the legal representative’s institution will be stated as an agreement 
partner with MeteoSwiss. The study will be supervised by MeteoSwiss through the Swiss GAW/GCOS 
Office. In particular, MeteoSwiss:

 serves as the main contact point;

 formally reviews all reporting documents;

 serves as the interface to the SSC;

 is responsible for financial matters. 

Implementation progress will be monitored by the SSC. To this regard, the applicant must provide 
yearly status reports, a final report to the attention of the SSC and a final report to be published on 
the GAW/GCOS Switzerland website. Upon request by the SSC, the applicant may be invited to 
present the progress of the study at the occasion of a SSC meeting.
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B Abbreviations

CHF Swiss Francs

CV Curriculum Vitae

ECV Essential Climate Variable

GAW Global Atmosphere Watch

GCOS Global Climate Observing System

IOC Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission

ISC International Council for Science

IP Implementation Plan

SSC Scientific Steering Committee

UN Environment United Nations Environment Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization

WMO World Meteorological Organization
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