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GAW/GCOS Switzerland
Record of Decisions – 6th SSC meeting
Date, Time: 15 September 2025, 13:15-15:45

Location:  Impact Hub, Bern 

Participants:

Scientific Steering Committee T. Stocker (University of Bern, Chair), S. Brönnimann (University of Bern, 
until agenda item 6), B. Buchmann (Empa), J. Klausen (MeteoSwiss), 
J. Schmale (EPFL), J. Seibert (University of Zurich)

MeteoSwiss Management Board P. Zimmermann

Swiss GAW/GCOS Office M. Stalder, N. Glaus (minutes), A. Rossa (GAW Country Contact 
Switzerland)

Excused N. Buchmann (ETH Zürich)

1 Welcome by the SSC Chair (I)

Chair T. Stocker welcomes the Swiss GAW/GCOS Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) to its 6th meeting – it is his 
last meeting as Chair and member of the SSC. 

2 Adoption of documents (D)

The agenda is adopted. It is unanimously agreed to move agenda item 8 (Election of new Chair) up. The minutes 
and record of decisions of the 5th SSC meeting are adopted. 

3 Election of new Chair, starting in 1 October 2025 (D)

In the absence of S. Brönnimann, the SSC unanimously elects S. Brönnimann as its new Chair, effective as 
of 1 October 2025.

4 GCOS-CH Inventory Report (I)

The SSC takes note with appreciation of the highlights of the National Climate Observing System report Update 
2025. 

In order to make the report more visible the SSC discusses the possibility of printing flyers including a QR-code 
linking to the online-report. The SSC tasks the office to explore possibilities for a printed report or flyer. 

5 Overview of ongoing GAW-CH/GCOS-CH agreements including status reports (I)

The SSC takes note about the planned inauguration of the new FITR Instrument (GIRPAS) on 27 November at 
Jungfraujoch. 

The SSC takes note that several evaluations and renewals of agreements (e.g. METAS, Empa WCC, Empa 
QA/SAC, GEBA, PERMOS) are due next year. 

The SSC takes note with thanks that four projects from the last GCOS-CH call have submitted their annual report 
for the first time. 

https://www.meteoswiss.admin.ch/about-us/research-and-cooperation/programmes-gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch/gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch-reports.html
https://www.meteoswiss.admin.ch/about-us/research-and-cooperation/programmes-gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch/gaw-ch-and-gcos-ch-reports.html
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6 Swiss GAW/GCOS Symposium 2026 (C)

The SSC takes note of the background and concept of the Swiss GAW/GCOS Symposium which takes place on 
25-26 March 2026 in Ittigen/BE (Haus des Sports).

A few points are discussed by the SSC:

• The SSC agrees on building on the outcomes of the last symposium to define the programme of the next 
symposium in 2026. 

• One key outcome of the Symposium shall be an updated white paper. It is to account for the work done 
since the last symposium as well as add new important challenges. Thereby, it constitutes the strategic 
basis for both the national GAW and GCOS programmes and more specifically for the next joint call for 
proposals. 

• In addition to the topics AI, data management, G3W, and urban (climate) monitoring, the SSC considers 
the following topics important: barriers between data management and services, ecosystem research (in 
the context of the global carbon and nitrogen cycle), new methods of observation, and modelling. 

• With regard to the next joint call for proposals: The SSC recognized the merit of strengthened collaboration 
in consortia, but felt that interdisciplinarity should no longer be a selection criterion.

• The SSC notes that as the GAW Symposium organized by WMO takes place shortly after the Swiss 
Symposium (from 13-17 April 2026), a link between these two events should be established.

7 GAW-CH Monitoring

a) PSI: Proposal for 2026-2029 (D)

No conflict of interest is declared. 

The SSC unanimously approves the PSI proposal for the period 2026-2029 and decides to support PSI with an 
amount of CHF 460’600 (CHF 115’150 per year).

The SSC tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office to inform PSI of its decision and to finalise the agreement for the next 
contractual period 2026-2029. 

a) Université de Liège: Proposal for 2026-2029 (D)

No conflict of interest is declared. 

The SSC unanimously approves the proposal by the Université de Liège for the period 2026-2029 and decides to 
support the Université de Liège with an amount of EUR 141’552 (EUR 35’388 per year).

The SSC tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office to inform the Université de Liège of its decision and to finalise the 
agreement for the next contractual period 2026-2029.

8 Dates of next meetings (D)

The next SSC meetings will take place on the following dates: 

• 7th Meeting (Spring meeting 2026): Wed, 13. Mai 2026, 13:15-17:00, Impact Hub Bern

• 8th Meeting (Autumn meeting 2026): Wed, 23. September 2026, 13:15-17:00, tbd

• 9th Meeting (Spring meeting 2027): Wed, 7. April 2027, 13:15-17:00, tbd

9 Varia

The SSC takes note that the reorganization of the WMO has still unknown effects on both GAW and GCOS 
secretariats.


